
“Forward Together in Hope” in North Gosforth:  

OUR PARISH & THE NEW PARTNERSHIP 

The things that no eye has seen and no ear heard; things beyond the mind of man – all 

that God has prepared for those who love him. 

 (6th Sunday, Year A: 2nd reading) 

Those famous words of St Paul, about the future that God has in store for us, seem 

oddly appropriate in the light of what happened at the “results” meeting on 

February10th.  I went to Dunston with parishioners; I had to drop them off and park 

the car, so I had to go upstairs to the overflow area, and was too late to get a seat.  To 

be honest, I felt tired, and anxious about the decision to be announced 

The meeting started with a long introduction, of the sort we’d heard many time before 

at ‘Forward Together in Hope’ sessions.  The real “meat” was when Fr Jim O’Keefe, 

the organizer, spoke.  He was superbly clear, and stressed that the basic criterion of the 

decisions was the need for communities to share resources within the partnerships.  

This means small parishes being balanced by large, and poor ones by rich.  I knew 

then that our scheme was in trouble.  We had aimed to link the two Gosforth parishes 

with Benton and Forest Hall – all four being among the most prosperous areas of the 

North East Region. 

Then Fr Jim said that they had reduced the 27 proposed partnership to 18; with our 

local vicariate going from five to three.  I then assumed that they were amalgamating 

our partnership with that of the riverside area, based on Heaton and Walker.  He then 

shocked everyone (not just us!) when he said that Northumberland would have 4 

partnerships, and the small south east one would be bolstered by transferring North 

Gosforth into it, from Newcastle.  So, we shall belong to a partnership that runs from 

Blyth to the Three Mile Inn on the Great North Road!  The churches in it are Blyth, 

Cowpen, Cramlington, New Hartley (i.e. Seaton Delaval), Annitsford and our-selves.  

St Charles did not escape the ‘equalizing’ policy either.  They are being taken out of 

the present area, and put into a huge new partnership of central & west Newcastle, 

with 15 churches or chapels & about 10 priests.  I spent the rest of the evening in a 

daze! 

How do we react to all this?  My first feeling is sadness at the breaking of our official 

pastoral link with St Charles.  We share St Oswald’s Primary School, and all our 

children go to high school in Newcastle – that won’t change; our families have a 

similar life-style; many in the two parishes know each other through work & social 



life.  When I met Fr O’Connor on Friday, we agreed that this co-operation between us 

must continue. 

My second feeling was one of inevitability.  Over the past year, I’ve often said the 

diocese might worry about our proposal.  How would it look to poorer places if the 

two Gosforth parishes and the nearby area wanted to stick together?  Our proposed 

partnership would have been socially easy, and perhaps just a wee bit too comfortable.  

With Fr Jim O’Keefe’s stress on the equality criterion for the new scheme, I 

immediately felt we had no chance. 

My third feeling is to be positive from now on.  Ever since the serious joining-up 

discussions started, Cramlington and (above all) Annitsford wanted to come in with 

us.  At the time of the final submission (last November), they thought they were 

constrained by the boundaries on the map from joining with us.  They already have a 

lot of links, and they are clearly delighted at the result. At the Dunston meeting, Fr 

Harriott of Annitsford, despite his ill health, shook my hands, and said he was 

overjoyed to be linking with us.  The Episcopal vicar for Northumberland was equally 

pleased. (Mind you, he was one of the group that made the decision.)  I have known Fr 

Quinn at Blyth for many years, and he is a most charming and gifted priest.  Fr Barrett 

at Cramlington is the same.  

I appreciate there’ll be disappointment at the outcome, because of our close links with 

St Charles.  There will also be pastoral difficulties in working closely with parishes 

with which we have no school links.  But there is no doubting our future partners’ 

delight and good will. 

Can I make these final comments? Much hard work went into the submissions to the 

diocese about our parish – not just in the final proposal, but also in the “quality of 

parish life” documents written over the past two years.  From this, there emerged a 

picture of life at Sacred Heart that was most positive, and which other local parishes 

wished to share – not least, our new partners.  I thank those who worked so hard on 

those documents.  Many of you who come to worship here, and contribute so much to 

our parish life, live outside the parish boundary.  I hope you will continue to find a 

spiritual home here, and help Deacon John and myself in the months ahead.  I admit 

the result was not the one we had hoped-for - or even expected - but the people who 

will be our future partners are really glad to have us on board.  They clearly want to 

work with us to make ‘South East Northumberland’ a successful partnership.  In that 

second reading, St Paul writes of “the hidden wisdom of God”. That is perhaps the 

best way to think and pray about how our future will develop!  


